PREFACE TO VOL. XVII

Le Jeune's Relation of 1639 (Doc. XXXIV.) is, like
the majority of the regular series, in two parts,—the
first (by Le Jeune) devoted to the field at large, with
especial reference to the Lower St. Lawrence region,
and the second (by Jerome Lalemant) giving an ac-
count of the year’s work among the Hurons. Part 1.,
begun in our Vol. XV., was concluded in Vol. XVI.,
which also contained the first two chapters of Part
II., concluded in the present volume.

Following is a synopsis of the material contained
in this volume:

XXXIV. Father Lalemant continues his account
to Le Jeune (his superior, at Quebec) of the Huron
mission. He briefly reviews the year’s work, and,
though the missionaries still have many difficulties
to contend with, he looks forward hopefully to the
future. He enumerates the baptisms of the past year.
Many of these conversions have occurred among the
Wenroéhronons, a tribe forced by its weakness to take
refuge with the Hurons, who receive the strangers
with the utmost kindness and hospitality,—even
meeting them halfway, to aid them in carrying their
goods and infant children. The hardships of the
journey are, nevertheless, so great that many of the
refugees die on the way, and those who survive are
afflicted by illness. In this emergency, the Fathers
are able to render great aid, especially as their do-



